
CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL 
 
 

At a meeting of the SOUTH EAST MIDLANDS LOCAL TRANSPORT BOARD 
(SEMLTB) held in Committee Room 1, High Street North, Dunstable, LU6 1LF on 
Thursday, 25 July 2013 

 
PRESENT 

Members (Voting): 
 

 

Bedford Borough Council 

Mayor D Hodgson Mayor of Bedford 
 

Central Bedfordshire Council 

Cllr N Young Executive Member for Sustainable Communities – 
Strategic Planning and Economic Development 
 

Luton Borough Council  

Cllr D Taylor Executive Member for Environment 
 

Milton Keynes Borough Council 

Cllr A Geary Leader of the Council 
 

South East Midlands Local Enterprise Partnership (SEMLEP) 

Mr D Mouawad Chief Executive of SEMLEP 

 
Observers (non-Voting): 
 

 

Bedford Borough Council 
Glenn Barcham Assistant Director Highways and Direct Works 
Melanie MacLeod Team Leader Transport Policy  

 
Central Bedfordshire Council 
Paul Cook Head of Transport Strategy 
Jim Tombe LTP Team Leader 

 
Luton Borough Council 
Keith Dove Transport Strategy and Regulation Manager 
  
Milton Keynes Borough Council 
David Lawson Transport Policy & Programme Manager 

 
South East Midlands Local Enterprise Partnership (SEMLEP) 
Hilary Chipping Lead Officer for SEMLEP 
  
Highways Agency  
Alan Kirkdale Asset Development Manager 

 

Others in Attendance: Sandra Hobbs – Committee Services Officer – 
Central Bedfordshire Council 

 Chris Sibthorpe – JMP Consultants Ltd 
 Amy Sykes – JMP Consultants Ltd 
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LTB/13/19   Minutes  
 
RESOLVED 
 
that the minutes of the meeting held on 21 June 2013 be confirmed as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

 
LTB/13/20   Members' Interests  

 
None were declared. 
 

 
LTB/13/21   Chairman's Announcements and Communications  

 
No announcements were made. 
 

 
LTB/13/22   Public Participation  

 
No requests were received. 
 

 
LTB/13/23   Update on Local Framework  

 
The Board considered a report that updated Members on the Department for 
Transport’s (DfT) response to the Local Framework.  The DfT wrote to the 
Board on 28 June approving the governance section (Part 1) of the Local 
Framework, subject to this section being amended to include a number of 
changes as set out in the report. 
 
In relation to Part 2 of the Framework, the DfT had confirmed that the 
prioritisation process was acceptable to them.   
 
Part 3 of the Framework still needed further consideration and proposed 
amendments were tabled at the meeting that addressed some of the DfT’s 
comments.  The DfT had advised that they would liaise with the Board over the 
coming months to ensure that the Framework was acceptable to them as their 
scheme assessment and decision making, particularly on Value for Money was 
very complex and that the DfT would be issuing further guidance on key 
elements.  Officers therefore proposed a fourth recommendation to delegate 
approval of further minor amendments of Part 3 to the Working Group. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
1. That amendments be approved to: 
 

a. the purpose, governance structure and operating principles 
(Part 1) of the Local Framework, taking account of the 
comments received from the DfT as set out in the report, and 
agree to the preparation of a formal Memorandum of 
Understanding based on this; 
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b. the prioritisation section (Part 2) of the Local Framework to 

ensure consistency with the prioritisation process adopted by 
JMP, as detailed in the report;  

 
c. the programme management and investment decision section 

(Part 3) of the Local Framework, taking account of the 
comments received from the DfT as set out in the report and 
circulated at the meeting.  It was noted that this section was 
unlikely to be signed off until the further DfT guidance on key 
elements of this process was complete; and 

 
2. That the Board delegates approval of any further minor amendments 

of Part 3 to the Working Group. 
 

 
LTB/13/24   Update on Prioritisation of Transport Schemes  

 
The Board was advised about the correspondence received from the 
Department for Transport (DfT) with regard to the LTB funding allocation for 
local major transport projects from within the single Local Growth Fund.  The 
DfT had confirmed that the funding for the South East Midlands Local 
Enterprise Partnership (SEMLEP) area between 2015/16 and 2018/19 through 
the Local Growth Fund was £14.7m which was a third less than the indicative 
allocation announced by the DfT in January 2013.   
 
SEMLEP would be able to bid for further funding through their Strategic 
Economic Plan.  This would mean that SEMLEP would need to work very 
closely with the South East Midlands Local Transport Board (SEMLTB).  It was 
noted that the area covered by the SEMLEP did not align with the same area 
that the SEMLTB covered.  DfT had confirmed that funding would be awarded 
to SEMLEP on the same geographical basis as used for the indicative 
allocations, rather than attempting to make any adjustment to reflect the 
geographical differences. 
 
The Board considered Appendix A to the report and the JMP presentation that 
updated Members on the prioritisation of the transport schemes.  A revised 
map that showed the proposed schemes was tabled at the meeting.  JMP and 
Officers had collated further information on the shortlisted schemes since the 
last Board meeting on 21 June 2013.  JMP whilst drawing up the proposed final 
list of schemes had taken account of both Value for Money and deliverability.  
Members noted that the three schemes in their report was £1m short of the 
£14.7M allocation and proposed two options; the Board could either increase 
the local contribution on some or all of these schemes or partly fund a fourth 
scheme.  There was discussion about these options and it was agreed to 
allocate the £1m for the preparation work for the A421 dualling and associated 
roundabouts. 
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There was an overall agreement that the recommended final transport 
schemes to be part funded through the LTB funding allocation were: 
 

• Woodside Link (£10m) 

• Bedford Western Bypass (£2.5m) 

• London Luton Airport surface access (£1.2m) 

• A421 dualling and associated roundabouts (£1m) 
 

It was also agreed that the following additional schemes should also be 
recommended to the SEMLEP as a high priority to be included in the Strategic 
Economic Plan to enable them to bid for further funding: 
 

• A421 dualling and associated roundabouts 

• Bletchley Public Transport Interchange 

• Central Milton Keynes Public Transport Interchange 

• Milton Keynes Park and Ride 

• Northern entrance to Luton Airport Parkway. 
 

It was noted that the Highways Agency would be assessing and implementing 
schemes in relation to Trunk Roads and the M1 (from Junctions 13 – 19) that 
would also contribute to the improvement of the highway network in the LTB 
area.  It was also noted that Network Rails Plans to implement the western 
section of East West Rail between 2014-2019 would also improve the public 
transport network, and contribute to improved interchange at Bletchley. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
1. that the final list of strategic transport schemes to be funded in part 

through the South East Midlands Local Transport Board funding 
allocation be approved in priority order as follows: 

 

• Woodside Link (£10m) 

• Bedford Western Bypass (£2.5m) 

• London Luton Airport surface access (£1.2m) 

• A421 dualling and associated roundabouts (£1m) 
 

with the addition of the following schemes being recommended to 
the SEMLEP as a high priority to be included in the Strategic 
Economic Plan: 

 

• A421 dualling and associated roundabouts 

• Bletchley Public Transport Interchange 

• Central Milton Keynes Public Transport Interchange 

• Milton Keynes Park and Ride 

• Northern entrance to Luton Airport Parkway. 
 
2. to authorise the Chairman of the Board to submit the list of strategic 

transport schemes to the Department for Transport. 
 

(Note: The meeting commenced at 10.00 a.m. and concluded at 11.00 
a.m.) 


